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of the magazine, those compounds of diablerie, mystery, and
horror, afterwards issued in a series of volumes as Tales from
Elackwood?-
The story The supposed date of the events is some years after that of
Old Mortality; it is a time when Cavaliers and Presbyterians
were still at loggerheads in the Edinburgh streets. This state of
incessant feud, breaking out continually in acts of violence,
furnishes the setting for the baleful conflict between the two
brothers, which resolves presently into the career of the Justified
Sinner, in which the possible consequences of a belief in absolute
predestination are pushed to their utmost extremity. A gay old
laird marries a wife of the strictest religious views, and has two
sons, one like himself, the other a born fanatic. The latter is
brought up by the mother and a bigoted divine, who instils a
venomous hatred of his father and brother and all their works.
The first part of the memoirs ends with the murder of the elder
brother. Circumstances seem to point to the guilt of one of his
boon companions, who flees to the Continent. Some suspicion
attaches to the pharisaical younger brother, whose hatred and
threats were well known; but, when the father dies broken-
hearted, he succeeds to the estates, and sees himself blessed with
power and riches as well as the assurance of salvation affirmed by
his spiritual director.
The Con- Now begin the confessions, in which the inner history of the
fusions foregoing events is set forth. The man explains why he did not
become a minister, and preferred to be a champion of the Gospel,
to cut off the enemies of the Lord. He had seen the folly and
inconsistency of " striving and remonstrating with sinners in
order to induce them to do that which they had it not in their
power to do."
Seeing that God had from all eternity decided the fate of every
individual that was to be born of woman, how vain was it in
man to endeavour to save those whom their Maker had, by an
unchangeable decree, doomed to destruction,
He was a justified person, and at ease because he knew that
he could do no wrong. But the influence of the fanatical minister
1 In twelve volumes, 1858-1861.   There were two further series at later dates.